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Overall trip

PS2 brought together a very interesting group of people, with fascinating perspectives on spatial and cultural productions in relation to communities of people. The hospitality that was shown to us in Ballykinler was so generous and inclusive that it produced really great meetings between people, and lots of opportunities for rich, informal discussion. 
It’s becoming clear to me that Rhyzom is, amongst other things, a means to generate opportunities for future collaborations, and that much of the work we are doing is about creating links and bonds between people and practices. 
It was a good opportunity to consider how the PS2 group is approaching the collective output for Rhyzom. 
Having children at the workshop was important, useful and expansive in my view.
Presentations, PS2 space, Belfast. 
Those who presented work included; PS2, Oda projesi, Kathrin Bohm, Christoph Schäfer and Margit Czenki and myself. There were good frank discussions and critical questions put forward in relation to the works presented. This kind of peer input is really incisive and valuable. 
Ballykinler

There is so much to think about arising from this 24 hour period. So much of what happened was informal, and therefore hard to record or remember afterwards. Bryonie does a great job of recording the details of discussions. 
The Army Base

The visit to the British Army base was utterly fascinating and incredibly revealing. The extent to which the language of participatory arts practice has become a strategic military tool is shocking and sort of funny at the same time. 

It seems like a completely parallel universe, in which any notion of a critical outside is totally absent. Outside can only mean ‘the enemy’ in some way. 

One of the commanders who gave the presentation described the way in which soldiers are generating videos on their tours of duty, using phones and cameras. He was very clear that video is ‘their medium’ – I think that was how he put it. I found myself thinking about how interesting it would be to curate an exhibition of these video works and to combine those with official information about the army’s use of cultural tools for military objectives. It could be very illuminating. I’d love to work with Anne-Marie on this!! If the chance ever arises . . . . . 
Cinema caravan
Very inspiring project – I’m really looking forward to seeing how this develops. I’d love to see a website for Anne-Marie’s project, something that gives it a public face. 
Lunch
I could be wrong, but it seemed as though mostly the art group talked to the art group and not to the Forever Young group, with some exceptions. Maybe we needed to do some kind of speed dating format or something to get people talking to each other. 
After-lunch discussion 
The open air format gave this a very informal character and I find it hard to recall what was discussed, although I know a lot of it was interesting - Bryonie captured a lot of it very well in her report. Christoph said that there were four or five interesting points made, and I hope that he remembers what they were!!!
Christoph’s point about ‘aggressive cosiness’ was one; he emphasised the necessity for each project to generate a powerful image (at least one powerful image). 

Evening 
Getting to Anne-Marie’s house with all the caravans set out in a circle, and the beautiful view / fire /table / wine / dinner / company/ evening sunshine was like arriving in heaven. It was such a great evening, and I’m so impressed that she brought old and young together and catered for everyone. Her generosity seems like such an important part of the work that she does, creating alternative kinds of spaces within which exchange can happen. 

Points of friction

As Kathrin pointed out in her presentation in Belfast, it’s really important that there are points of friction within any situation, otherwise it’s just a holiday or a feel-good session or something. 

So – what were the points of friction here? 

There was some friction with David, the squire of the manor in Ballykinler who could not see that you could have an open-ended research process (Rhyzom). He was very unimpressed by this. 
Christoph made a criticism of my work in Silvermines, on the basis that it was just a repetition of work that happened before in New York. He wondered what was innovative about the project. Secil made some good points about presenting work in the guidebook carefully so that it does not read as uncontested fact. 
Anne questioned the British Army about their assertion that they sometimes act as ‘mayors’ within a situation. She said that in her experience mayors are elected. The Lieutenant-Colonel sidestepped the question, as you might expect. 
Anne-Marie questioned the Army Base civil servant, who was given the job of showing us around, about the use of the strand by the public. He said that he could not answer the question. 

Points of connection
I hope that Bryonie will visit/contribute to my Silvermines project in the near future. I would love to get Kathrin to come and do a product development workshop there too! 
